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Can property tax increase
when a property is abated?
By Mike Smith, Licking County Auditor
Many taxpayers believe property taxes
cease to be collected once a property is
approved for a tax abatement. However,
the opposite is true when it comes to
revenue - it actually increases.
Property tax abatements are probably
the most popular and prevalent way to
attract business to any county. Abatements
only apply to the improvements built
on the land. Land will increase in value
due to the amount paid for the land,
added utilities, etc. With all headlines
and discussions surrounding Intel, many
taxpayers believe it’s a pure giveaway of
our tax dollars. This is not the case. If you

Abatements only apply
to the improvements built
on the land.
look at property tax generation on a parcel
that has been through the abatement
approval process, you’ll find that the
amount of property tax revenue generated
after the property is abated and developed
generates more tax dollars than prior to
the abatement.
An example would be a parcel in New
Albany, which did not change in physical
size (for time comparison). In 2018, the
parcel was on CAUV (a commercially
farmed piece of land) and generated $346
annually in property tax. The parcel then
received a property tax abatement for
commercial development. Completed
commercial construction on the property
was finalized in 2020, with $65,951 paid
in property tax for the 2021 tax year. In
addition, an annual special assessment
($54,269 for the 2021 tax year) is paid
to the Community Authority to repay
the costs of infrastructure improvements,
including roads and utilities.

2018 Taxes
$346

2021 Taxes
$65,951

A comparison of property taxes on a parcel of land
in New Albany . In the top frame is the amount
of tax collected when it was farmed in 2018; the
bottom photo shows the same parcel after it was
commercially developed, and the increase in tax.

While the term “abatement” may have a
negative connotation in the mind of some
taxpayers, it generally has a very positive
outcome for property tax generation.

FRAMEWORK Engages in
Public Outreach –
Moves into Phase 2
By Sarah R. Wallace
Our work serving as the neutral convener
for FRAMEWORK has been an
extraordinary gift. We have a front row
seat engaging with the many organizations
and people working to try to make our
community a better place to live, work
and play. Based on the early engagement
survey results we all believe Licking
County and each of our communities
are unique, yet we all share a strong
sense of community. Working together
is our best way to achieve our shared
goals. FRAMEWORK is the only project
working to integrate the many studies and
plans being developed in both the public
and private sectors.
As we move through November we are
working to ensure every Licking County
resident has an opportunity to share your
input on what is most important to you in
the future.

This is Urgent
With the opportunities sparked by the
presence of Intel and other economic
development efforts (suppliers, Meta,
Google, Amazon, Amgen, etc.), the
FRAMEWORK process aims to guide
growth and change, not just react to
it. Alignment of public and private
leadership around a shared vision offers an
unprecedented chance to shape a shared
and impactful future.

This is Important
Licking County has much to gain by
strategically aligning interests around a
shared vision for the future. This work
is critical to preserving assets while
supporting shared prosperity and high
quality of life.

This is Your Community
While it might feel like a lot is going to
change, this is your community, and your
input is needed to maintain and reflect
the aspirations of all who care about the
impacted jurisdictions. Who knows the
community better than someone who lives
and/or works here?
The FRAMEWORK team has conducted
more than 80 stakeholder interviews
covering topics of comprehensive
planning, utilities and infrastructure,
economic development, housing,
anticipated school district growth, land
conservation and preservation, etc. We
have scheduled more than 30 outreach
and engagement events throughout the
county and are working to schedule more
throughout the month of November.
We are aware of more than 40 shares in
newsletters, social media and publications
with the potential to reach more than
70,000 readers.

Please encourage your colleagues, family
and friends to visit www.frameworklc.org
and participate in the survey. It is a one
question, anonymous survey with an
opportunity to share written feedback.
Please consider supporting FRAMEWORK
by having a representative from the team
speak to your organization or if you would
like a PR toolkit please contact jennifer@
tjevans.org. Our mid-point results show
more than 1,350 community members
responding to the question, “What is most
important to you in the future?” These
results will be integrated into the technical
work that Planning NEXT is completing.
While we are actively engaging the
community the Planning NEXT team is
moving into the analysis and visioning
phase. In the next few months we will see
a conditions and trend report, will begin
reviewing case studies and they will begin
work on the countywide framework.
We are completing Phase 1 and the
community can expect to see two more
rounds of public engagement as we move
through the project.
FRAMEWORK is unprecedented and
nothing like this should be expected to
come around for a generation. Don’t miss
this chance to participate in shaping our
future.

TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY
PROGRESS REPORT
By Bill Lozier, Projects Manager, Licking
County Transportation Improvement
District (former Licking County Engineer)
The Licking County Transportation
Improvement District (TID) is taking the
lead for the County to evaluate the future
traffic demands on local roadways–county
and township roads. These rural roadways
will deliver employee and shipping traffic
between the state routes to the north and
east of the new Intel roadways will be the
focus of the TID study. New traffic created
from outside the Intel area that will be
occurring from residential and commercial
growth will also be considered.
TID APPROVED FOR $500,000
CONSULTATION GRANT
The TID received the good news in June
that their grant application to the ODOT
Division of Jobs and Commerce was
approved in the amount of $500,000
for consulting services to perform a
traffic study to identify the best use of
future construction funds and the level
of improvements required on each of
these roadways. The study has since
grown into a jointly funded effort
with the Franklin County TID. It was
recognized that a merged study would
result be more efficient , since redundant
traffic analyses would be avoided, and a
better, more comprehensive traffic model
would be gained. The intersections and
road segments in Licking and Franklin
Counties being evaluated are shown in the
figure below.
KEY INTERSECTIONS
Road 1

&

Road 2

US 62

Tippet Road

US 62

Duncan Plains Road

US 62

Clover Valley Road

US 62

Green Chapel Road

SR 37

Duncan Plains Road

US 62

Walnut Street

US 62

Central College/
Kitzmiller Road

Mink Street

Duncan Plains Road

SR 37

Clover Valley Road

Duncan Plains

Green Chapel Road

Duncan Plains

Casswell (south leg)

SR310

Jug Street

US 62

SR 37

Central College/Jug Street S-curve
$2 MILLION FEDERAL
CONSTRUCTION FUNDING
HAS PRELIMINARY APPROVAL
The TID also applied for a federal
roadway improvement grant through the
Community Projects Program to be used
for the identified future roadway needs.
Congressman Balderson announced in
June that the project received preliminary
approval for $2 Million in construction
funding.

Q&A

The Welcome Intel Task
Force has many of the same
questions you do.
We commit. We’ll get
authoritative answers just
as rapidly as we can.

Q: The Licking County video is
beautiful. What is this used for and how
is it working?
A: Created by Explore Licking County,
the Licking County Chamber and Grow
Licking County, the video has been shared
by the Chamber with over 900 member
businesses and many use it as a resource
when hiring. Local municipalities feature
it on their websites. Explore Licking
County utilizes the video at travel shows
and during presentations. GROW Licking
County shares it with site selectors and
businesses looking to locate here.
While used in a variety of ways, its
ultimate purpose is to entice others to live,
work, and play here – but we also found
out it has spurred a renewed sense of
pride and sense of community for current
residents.
Check out the video at the link below:
Click here to see the
Licking County video

Have Questions?
The Welcome Intel Task Force has many
of the same questions you do, and the
Insight will do its best to help. Please
send your questions via:
WelcomeIntel.com/news.
We’ll get authoritative answers as soon
as we can be certain of the information.
Please note we expect literally thousands
of questions and information on some
topics, such as schools and future growth
plans, just aren’t available yet.

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE INSIGHT !
Want to stay in the loop on Intel news
and construction progress? Go to

WelcomeIntel.com/news

and sign up to receive our periodic
newsletter updates.
The Welcome Intel Task Force was formed by:

